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Happy March, everyone! Spring is right around the corner, 
and it is exciting to think about how much the students 
have grown since the beginning of the year. The students 
blew us away at their student-led conferences with their 
ability to reflect and speak to their work. While March is a 
busy month preparing for the NYS ELA exam, we will still 
be doing fun and exciting work in the classroom! For 
instance, we are going to begin our new science unit 
entitled Earth’s features: Mystery in Desert Rocks Canyon. 
This unit involves a lot of hands-on activities that we are excited to begin. Above is a picture 
of ideas to help your child feel less anxious about the test. If you need more advice, don’t 
hesitate to reach out!  - The Fourth Grade Team 

Reading: Reading History; NYS ELA Exam Test Preparation:  Each week we focus 
on a different genre and practice answering questions from past exams. We have 
debates about which answers are correct and use evidence from the text to prove 
our choices. We also talk about tricky ways that questions are worded and discuss 
different test taking strategies such as: covering the answers and answering the 
question before looking at the choices, rephrasing the question in your own words, 
eliminating choices you know are not correct, using context clues for unknown 
words and annotating key information as you read.  

Things you can do at home to support your reader: 
Make sure that your child is reading his/her “just-right” book each night. Set a goal with your child to 
incrementally read for longer periods of time to increase his/her reading stamina.  

After reading, ask your child questions about their book.. 

 Sequence – What happened in your book today? Can you retell it in order? 

Main Idea-What was the main-idea of this paragraph/chapter? What was this story/article 
mostly about? What details support the main idea? 

 



 

Vocabulary-What was a tricky word you found in your reading? What does the word mean 
and how did you figure it out? 

Inference - What character traits describe the character? What do you think might happen 
next? Why do you think the character did what they did? 

Author’s Purpose – Why do you think the author wrote about this topic? Character?  How do 
you think they feel about the topic/subject?  What message were they trying to get across? 

Other Tips:  
● Make sure your child uses evidence from the text to defend their answers. 
● Have your child edit their writing homework when assigned and read a variety of  genres.  
● If your child has “test prep” homework, engage them in debates about the plausibility of different answer choices. 
● Talk to your child about the test and how they feel about it.  Calm their nerves and anxiety they might feel. 

Writing:  NYS ELA Exam Test Preparation:  To prepare for the written portion of the 
exam, we talk  through the thought process required in order to answer the short 
response questions correctly. We focus on making sure students have a true 
understanding of the question being asked before jumping into finding evidence. 
After practicing these skills, we move on to essay writing. We write essays as a 
class, with partners, and individually in order to get as much repeated practice as 
possible and learn from others.  

Things you can do at home to support your writer: You can create questions about the 
books that your children are reading at home to practice these skills. For example what kind 
of person is ______? Use two details to support your answer. 

Math: Unit 6 Multiplication & Division, Data & Fractions : In this unit your child will: 
multiply multi-digit numbers; divide a multi-digit number by a 1-digit number; solve 
problems about the area and perimeter of rectangles; review equivalent fractions, 
and add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers. 

Ways to support your mathematician: Test your child’s understanding of multiplication and 
division by asking them to teach you different strategies that we are using in class. If a 
student can explain their thinking and the steps they are taking to solve a problem it shows 
a true mastery of the skill. Use the free Math Vocabulary Cards app for additional support 
found at mathlearningcenter.org/apps. (Each class will also send home the family overview 
that includes more specific details about the unit.) 

 

Science:  In the role of geologists, students investigate how a dinosaur fossil found in the 
fictional Desert Rocks National Park formed, which serves as the anchor phenomenon for 
the unit. Students make inferences about the history of the park based on the fossil itself 
and the rock layers in which it is embedded. Investigating how the fossil formed leads 
students to learn about sedimentary rock formation. Students use hands-on investigations, 
and the Earth’s Features Simulation to figure out how fossils and sedimentary rock form.  
If students want to use the simulations at home, you can go to 
https://apps.learning.amplify.com/. The username is: Nyc4 password: science  

 

 

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/


 

Important Dates:  
Friday, March 13 :   

Kids Cre8 Friday Clubs End 

Family Dance Grades 2-5  

PJ Movie Night "Toy Story 4" Grades K-1 

Wednesday, March 18th  

Kids Cre8 Wednesday Clubs End 

Thursday, March 19th 

Kids Cre8 Thursday Clubs End  & Glee 2nd & 3rd Grade Family Performance 

Wednesday, March 25th 

NYS ELA Tests grades 3-5 

Thursday, March 26th  

NYS ELA Tests grades 3-5 

PTA General Meeting 6:00 

 

Fun things going on  in 4th grade !  

4-309 Created Secret Code books after learning about the Culper Spy Ring!  

 

Class 4-310 Created an Empathy Web during 
Morning Meeting to show how we are all 
connected 

 

4-308 reenacted the 2nd 
Continental Congress and took 
on the roles of various 
delegates 

 



 

 

 


