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Jump rope craze in 1st grade recess! 

 

Welcome Note for this month... 
We are so excited to start our Studio In A School Art residency program with Ms. 
Belinda this month! Belinda will be joining all 1st Grade classes on Tuesdays through 
May to work on creating an imaginary character sculpture using paper mache and 
recyclable materials.  Save the date as a culminating show will be held on the 

 



 

morning of May 29th so the children can show off all of their hard work as artists.  A 
detailed letter will be sent home so you can learn more about this program! 

 
Curriculum Updates 
Reading 
This month we are in a new reading unit, Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: Fluency, Phonics, 
and Comprehension. During this unit, students work to strengthen their ability to monitor 
their reading and take action when they encounter problems. We will also help readers 
develop efficient strategies for word solving, and for maintaining comprehension of longer 
texts. The final part of the unit invites students to put all these skills together while also 
focusing on fluency. 

Reading Tip: How many word solving strategies can your child recall? Prior to reading, 
ask him/her to list a few. Then, they will be ready to solve tricky words as they come up. 
Want to help build your child’s fluency? You and your child can take turns reading 
dialogue and the narrator’s part. Encourage them to change their intonation. Done 
reading a book? See if your child can tell the major events in order across 5 fingers using 
character names. Happy reading! 

 

Writing 
We are continuing our unit Writing Reviews. Students have started the second part of the 
unit, which transitioned from writing opinions about their collections to writing reviews 
about their favorite, movie, toy, restaurant, and so on. Students will continue to follow the 
same structure of writing by including an introduction, multiple reasons to convince their 
reader, and followed up with a conclusion. In addition, students will build on craft moves 
that were previously taught. For example, they will learn how to make comparisons, give 
their subject a rating, include counter arguments, and more! 

Writing Tip: When you and your family go to a restaurant (or even get some yummy 
take-out) ask your child their opinion of the food. Do they enjoy it? Can they give details 
about their meal? Can they compare their dish to one from another restaurant? 

If your child learns a new game, or gets a new toy, or sees a movie (Toy Story 4 we heard 
is ‘a little creepy,’) ask them to give it a review. We would love for the children to come 
to school with fresh ideas from their recent experiences! 

 



 

 

 

FUNdations 
In Unit 9 of Fundations, we will be learning the concept of a closed syllable. A closed 
syllable ends in a consonant (or a digraph and suffix) and only has one vowel. The vowel in a 
closed syllable is short. It is important for our students to recognize a closed syllable 
because when the vowel is closed in at the end of a word, the vowel sound is short. 
Examples of words with closed syllables are cat, bath, and flags.   

Spelling Tip:  As you read with your child, identify short vowel sounds and name them 
the way we do in school:  a-apple-/a/, e-Ed-/e/, i-itch-/i/, o-octopus-/o/, and 
u-up-/u/.  Also be on the lookout for the new vowel teams we have been learning 
about: ai, ay, ee, ea, and ey! 

Social Studies 
In Social Studies we have been studying Families Now & Long Ago. Recently we worked to 
create timelines that show important events in our lives over time. Students included 
personal milestones as well as events that had an impact on their family, such as a new 
sibling or big move. All timeline projects are up on bulletin boards and in classrooms, make 
sure to check them out next time you’re upstairs!  
 

   

 



 

Pictured here is a timeline project by Riley in Class 1-210:  

  

As we wrap up our unit this month we are thinking about how and why families tell stories. 
Students will examine an important family artifact to learn about what values, traditions or 
beliefs are passed down from generation to generation.  Our unit will conclude with an at 
home project and Family Artifact Museum in each classroom to celebrate everyone’s 
unique traditions and heritage.  Please be on the lookout for this artifact project to come 
home in folders March 9th as the homework for that week, and let us know if you have 
any questions! Mark your calendars for the celebration Friday, March 20th in classrooms 
:)  

 

Science 
Our second unit of science is Light and Sound. Students take on the role of light engineers 
and sound engineers for a puppet show company as they investigate cause and effect 
relationships and learn about the nature of light and sound. Students will figure out that 
without light, we cannot see. They will also discover that a dark area is the result of putting 
an object between a light source and a surface through experimentation. Students will end 
the unit learning how sound has a source just like light does. 

Science Tip: Activities that can be done at home include the use of different light 
sources to create shadows. This includes use of a flashlight and sunlight: 

● to create shadows,  possible illusions, and shadow puppet shows,   
● to compare  and contrast  the effects of different light sources when creating 

shadows,  
● to observe  and discuss the lighting used on a stage, the lighting used in a movie 

theatre, and the lighting used at home.  

During these activities probing questions should be asked such as: What do you observe? 
Did the light change the setting?, How are shadows different depending on the light 
source?, How much light is needed to cast a shadow?, and h0ow can you create the 
conditions that are best for creating shadows? 

 



 

Math 
This month we are continuing our study focused on story problem contexts that involve 
adding to, putting together, taking from, taking apart, and comparing. During this unit, Figure 
the Facts with Penguins, first graders continue to develop fluency with addition and 
subtraction facts to 10 and strategies for working with facts to 20. Through this process, 
students will learn how to write and solve equations that involve unknowns in all positions 
and determine whether addition or subtraction equations are true or false. We are 
continuing to engage our young learners as we study penguins, and their interesting and 
sometimes amazing habits.  

Math Tip: The use of the number rack is an essential tool throughout this unit, as it helps 
with many important concepts, especially seeing groups of 5’s and 10’s. Students can solve 
problems using a homemade number rack made from beads and pipecleaners.  For 
example, the number rack below shows 3 + 7 (3 beads on top, and 7 beads on the bottom).   

 

 

Lunch/Recess with Ms. Long 
Are you persistent?  What does it mean - look like, sound like - to empathize?  Lunch and 
recess time present wonderful opportunities to teach into our whole school learning via the 
book The Mindset for Learning by Kristine Mraz and Christine Hertz.  There are five mindsets 
that can help facilitate learning:  empathy, flexibility, persistence, resilience and optimism.     

 

 



 

 
Persistence became the lens as a group of 1st grade students were introduced to jump 
rope! Children who couldn't make it through one jump (or stood on the sidelines watching 
rather than participating) didn’t give up and now are jumping 20, 30, even 80 turns!  The 
language used during these experiences helps to instill a desire to achieve that is easily 
transferable to academic challenges.  We hear lots of “I didn’t give up,” “I can do it,” and “I 
am being persistent!” 
 
We are currently embarking on a study of empathy.  How does it feel to walk in someone 
else’s shoes?  During conflict, 1st graders are learning to pause, take a moment and think, 
“How is this person feeling?”  “What can I do to help?”  Take a moment to talk about 
persistence and empathy with your child.  What are their thoughts and wonderings?  Any 
and all understanding is welcomed and appreciated!  

Important Upcoming Dates: Please mark your calendar for all of the dates below! 
March 9th: Family artifacts project is assigned as homework 

March 13th:  Family artifacts are due  

March 20th:  Family Artifact Museum Celebration 

March 27th- Report Cards Distributed 

 

 


