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Spotlight on Dance 
 
Mystery Dancer! 
 
Would you like to be a mystery dancer in your child’s class?  If 
you are interested in teaching a dance lesson or reading a 
picture book about dance please let me know and we can 
schedule a time for you to surprise your child as our mystery 
dancer.   
 
Email me or message me on dojo to plan your visit. I am also 
free to talk Tuesday’s after dismissal.  
 
Alexis Garay 
Dance Teacher 
agaray@ps8brooklyn.org  
 

Spotlight on Art 
What’s going on in the art room?  
A lot of new units are beginning this 
week!  

Kindergarten is experimenting with color 
mixing and collage. Students are going 
to be using these skills to create an 
imaginative work of art.  
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1st grade is starting a sculpture unit that we are going to be working on for a few weeks. 1st 
graders are going to be creating imaginary bugs with clay and other sculptural materials. 

2nd grade has been thinking about cities of the future. They viewed 
and discussed RMB City by Cao Fei and Metropolis II by Chris Burden. 
These works inspired a conversation on how cities of the future 
could be even better than cities today. Students are designing 
amazing cities of the future. This work will be made through collage 
and printmaking.  

4th grade has been discussing installation 
art. We have viewed and discussed work 
by Olafur Eliasson, Alex Da Corte, Marta 
Minujín, and other contemporary artists 

who have created art in this style. We talked about what it is like 
to be inside of someone’s art and why an artist might like to 
create art in this way.  Students will be collaborating on 
sculptures and paintings to create our own immersive 
installation.  

5th grade is currently working on a series of sculpture 
challenges. We are working on different ways of creating 
sculpture and soon will be using this knowledge to create a 
more complete work of art.  

 
Julia Munar 
 jmunar@ps8brooklyn.org 

Spotlight on Music 

General Music (K, 1st, 3rd & 5th) 
Winter Celebrations are done!  Thank you to all of the grownups who attended in large 
numbers this year.  See the next page for some snapshots of the shows; see also my 
bulletin board for many, many more images. 

January is also the month when the musical theater units begin, with each grade focusing 
on a different classic work in order to learn the roles that songs play in the story. 

•  Kindergarten:  The King and I (1956 film) •  1st grade:  The Sound of Music (1965 film) 
•  3rd grade:  Annie (1982 film) •  5th grade:  The Wiz (2015 TV special) 

Recorders will soon be in the hands of all of our 3rd-graders!  We will learn the recorder 
using both the Essential Elements book (in-school only) and the Carnegie Hall Link Up 
student guide. 
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Concert Band (4th & 5th) 
We continue to get through Essential Elements at a furious pace.  Most instrument groups 
can now play a full concert B-flat major scale, which will open up new repertoire 
possibilities in the future.  Please be on the lookout for the permission form for our field trip 
to see the New York Philharmonic’s Young People’s Concert for Schools on March 19. 

Warren Bloom 
wbloom@ps8brooklyn.org 

Spotlight on Drama 

Welcome to Drama Class 
In kindergarten the students have worked on Little Red Riding Hood,  using their imagination to 
“experience” the setting in a visceral way by activating their five senses to imagine they could 
touch, taste, smell, hear, and feel their surroundings.  This technique can be used with any 
book. Many children wish they could literally jump into their books. Children can imagine doing 
so by using their senses to imagine it comes to life around them.  Ask your child what the 
weather feels like in a particular book or what it would be like to touch a particular object, or 
smell what’s cooking in the pictures. 
In first grade we have read Frederick, by Leo Lionni and are now devising a performance 
based on this book.  Most children enjoy acting out characters and storylines from the books 
they read.  This is something that can be done at home with any book that they love. 
In second grade students have received scripts of the fairytale plays we wrote as a class and 
are in the process of making adjustments or corrections to the script and memorizing them. 
Any story a child writes, or adventurous game they play can also be turned into a performance. 
They can write lines for the various characters and put these plays on with their friends.  
In third grade the students have mostly memorized their sections of How and Why Stories 
stories and are now adding dramatic elements such as gesture, eye contact and physicality.  If 
you are reading a story with your child, he/she might be willing to perform it for you using some 
of these techniques. 
In fourth grade I have been scaffolding the basics of free-form improvisation where students 
are learning to create scenes with little to no given information. The students have been acting 
out short scenes from “off the top of their heads”. I have been surprised and delighted to see 
how quick-thinking and witty the students can be!  Students are encouraged to do improvised 
scenes at home either with a parent, friend or sibling as a partner.  Children can even act out a 
scene by themselves, taking on the part of both players. This is done by coming up with a first 
line then responding as the other person in the scene and continuing the back and forth 
repartee on their own, assuming one character then the other as they go. 
In fifth grade the students are deep into their work on Westward Expansion. This project isn’t 
just about creating theatre, it’s about learning to work collaboratively with a diverse array of 
partners.  It is helpful to acknowledge that collaboration is truly the most challenging and 
universally applicable part of this process.  Though it can be discouraging at times, successful 
collaboration is also the most rewarding. 
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Adriane Erdos 
aerdos@ps8brooklyn.org 

Spotlight on Physical Education   

What’s Going On In P.E.?  
In Kindergarten through 2nd grade we have 
begun a new unit on jumping. Students are 
learning how to jump and land with proper form 
and balance. We are also learning how to jump 
rope. Jumping rope is an amazing aerobic workout 
that is good for the heart and muscles. The goals 
differ by grade; for Kindergarten the goal is to be 
able to turn the rope and step over it, for 1st grade 
the goal is to be able to turn the rope and do at 
least one jump, and for 2nd grade the goal is to be 
able to turn the rope and do three jumps. If your 
child has a jump rope at home, please encourage 
them to practice (either individually or taking turns 
with two people turning the rope). Remind them of 
some of our jumping rope best practices; start with thumbs out, keep the rope wide, flick 
the wrists, wait until the rope hits the floor before you jump, jump on toes lightly).  

In grades 3-5 students will finish the NYC Fitnessgram test.  The test 
takes approximately five to six weeks to complete.   A practice 
assessment is completed with the 3rd grade students while the 4th 
and 5th grade students are required to have their outcomes logged. 
The scores will be available to parents in the spring.  The 
assessment includes: pushups, truck lift, situps, reach and pacer. 
Student’s heights and weights will also be measured and 
documented.  Upon completion of the exam grades 3-5 will begin a 
hockey unit.  The focus of the hockey unit incorporates striking an 
object with a long-handled implement using proper grip and 
displaying critical elements needs to be successful at the skill.   

 

Aly Carlotti  Bill Maxcy 
acarlotti@ps8brooklyn.org BMaxcy@ps8brooklyn.org 

Read more on our website 
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