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A monument from last month’s monument project. (Ava Zakoian, 5-304)  

 

 
 

 



 

Humanities 
 
Reading: Unit Three: Author Study: 

In reading, students will read a variety of books by an author of their choice, in order to 
study that author. They will be working within a book club forum to discuss, unpack 
and highlight the ways in which the author seems to use craft to create a more 
meaningful story and experience for the reader. They will compare/contrast 
characters, settings, plot and themes. They will have an opportunity to discuss with 
their club and grow new ideas as fans of that author and readers in this world. All 

lessons will be reinforced within our whole class read aloud of What Do Fish Have To Do With 
Anything  by: Avi. 

 

Writing: Unit Three: Literary Essay: 
In writing, students will use what they already know about essay writing to write a literary essay. 
At first the students used a video to learn to pay attention to details, noticing how one person 
may have noticed one thing, while another person noticed something completely different. Then, 
they grew ideas, explored various theses, including mini-stories, and selected a "forecast" that 
allows the reader to get a sense of how the essay will be structured. This work segues this month 
into using short texts to repeat the same foundational skills, building on what we noticed in the 
first bend of the unit to also include author's craft. 

Math 
We are continuing with Unit 3 Place Value & Decimals. In this unit, students study skills and 
concepts related to place value, from reading, writing, and comparing decimals to rounding and 
examining the decimal patterns of multiplying and dividing numbers by 10.  Students use their 
place value understanding to study conversions between units in different measurement 
systems, and they use whole number strategies and place value understanding to add and 
subtract decimals to hundredths.  

 

Please check out Bridges’ Unit 3 Parent Letter for a brief overview of the unit. If you are interested 
in even more details about the concepts, models, and strategies used in this unit, check out Unit 
3’s Mathematical Background .  

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR5-U3.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z0ubSSxZDijKWKtyDswJ117Z3g1emTxQ


 

Also be sure to check out these digital resources which can support students with their 
homework and help reinforce skills and concepts learned in class: 

● Number Pieces App 
● Number Line App 
● 5th grade Khan Academy Unit on Place Value and Decimals 

Science 
This month, we will move into a new science unit called Modeling Matter.  In this unit 
the students take on the role of food scientists and engage in two investigations: 
one to identify a potentially hazardous food dye in a mixture, and the other to create 
a good-tasting and visually appealing salad dressing that does not separate into 
layers and contains no sediment. 

 
By the end of the unit, students will understand that there is a connection between the 
observable properties of materials and the properties of the molecules of which those materials 
are composed. Students will also be able to explain a variety of things that can happen when two 
substances are mixed, at both the observable scale and the nanoscale. 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
● January 16: Music Celebration for 302 & 304 (Hayes & Naaman) 
● January 20: No School- Martin Luther King Day 
● January 24: Hoop Dreams 915  
● January 28: Music Celebration for 314 & 320 (Plaza, Nelson, & Trustey)  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/resources/apps/number-pieces
https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-line/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-fifth-grade-math/cc-5th-place-value-decimals-top

