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Welcome Back!  We hope you all had a nice, restful winter break.  We 
have a few things we wanted to update you on for the month of January.   

Phonics/Word Study 
This month we will continue with our phonics program, Fundations.  By the end of the 
month, students will have learned the proper letter formation for all lowercase letters.  We 
will continue practicing identifying letters and the sounds they make.   Students will also 
continue to practice identifying and generating rhyming words by isolating and changing 
the initial sound.  We will also learn to blend and segment all the sounds in CVC 
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words, such as cat (/c/ /a/ /t/).   

Reading Focus 
We are continuing the “Super Powers:  Reading with Strategies and Sight Word Power” 
reading unit that was started last month.  So far, we have been using “pointer power” by 

 



 

pointing under each word when reading, making sure each word only gets one tap.  This will 
help with one-to-one correspondence.  Students will also learn to check the picture and the 
first letter of a word to help them read it correctly.  They will start to notice punctuation and 
word patterns from page to page.  We will also work on building students’ sight word (“snap 
word”) recognition.  Sight words, or snap words, are words that do not follow our normal 
spelling patterns (ex. said, of, the, is).  The more sight words your child knows, the more 
fluently he/she will be able to read which will help increase comprehension.   

Writing Focus 
In Writing Workshop for the month of January, we will continue the “Writing for Readers” 

unit.   

We will be focusing on using our best writing conventions to produce personal narratives. 

Children will focus on using classroom tools to spell familiar sight words for their sentences, 

include detailed drawings that match their sentences and use letter sound knowledge to 

write unfamiliar words.  They will also use spaces between their words, use ending 

punctuation, appropriate handwriting and even use writer checklists/tools to develop 

revision techniques. 

Math 
This month, in math, students will build upon and begin to apply the number sense they 
have developed so far.  We will continue to count from 0-100, starting at any number in 
between.  This will help students as they learn how to compare numbers, using “greater 
than”, “less than” and “equal to”.  Students will also learn strategies to solve addition and 
subtraction problems within 10.  One of the strategies students will learn is to use 
manipulatives, such as nickels and pennies, to help them solve addition and subtraction 
problems.  Also, in this unit, students will learn about number lines and how to use one to 
model the sequence 0-10.  Learning to use a number line will also help students see the 
relationship between numbers (5 is halfway between 0 and 10, 6 is in the middle of 5 and 7, 
etc.)  

Social Studies 
This month we will wrap up our Social Studies unit on “Self and Others:  Individual 

Development and Cultural Identity”.  Students will understand how people learn from their 

families and how holidays can be observed in different ways through many traditions and 

celebrations.  Students will also learn that the United States is a large, diverse country made 

up of people with different backgrounds and beliefs.  Also, how the ideals of the United 

 



 

States are represented by various symbols (bald eagle, Statue of Liberty, the flag, The 

Liberty Bell, etc.).   

At Home Reinforcement 
Here are some suggestions for practicing together at home: 

-Count aloud to 100 by 1’s, 5’s and 10’s 

-Write numbers 1-20 

-Decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs in more than one way using 

number sentences and manipulatives 

-Practice name writing with appropriate upper and lower case usage 

-Compose simple sentences with attention to upper and lower case letters and spacing 

between words 

*Important Dates to Remember* 
Wednesday, January 8 - PAJAMA DAY and Kick-off for the Read-a-thon 

Friday, January 17 - K-114, K-103 Walking Field Trip to Brooklyn Bridge Park 

         Music and Dance Performance-K-102, K-103, K-116 

Friday, January 24 - K-113 Walking Field Trip to Brooklyn Bridge Park 

Monday, January 20 - NO SCHOOL 

 

Next Month 

Thursday, February 6-Music and Dance Performance-K-113, K-114 

Read more on our website 

 

Contact us… Please email your child’s teacher if you have any questions. 
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