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Important dates to remember:  

- January 20th- No school MLK Day 

 



 

Curriculum Update 

 

Math: We will continue Unit 3: Addition & Subtraction Within 100. During 
the unit, students will make and answer questions about graphs. We will 
also solve addition and subtraction story problems, and learn strategies for 
multi-digit addition and subtraction problems, including representing a 
problem on a number line.  
At home, ask your child to teach you how they would solve addition 
and subtraction problems with numbers to 100 (such as 73+21 or 
45-24).  Encourage them to draw a number line and show you how to 
use it.  If you are out shopping together, ask your child to help you 
collect the dollars and coins that you would need to pay. 
 
Writing: This month we will begin Writing About Reading (Opinion Writing). 
Students will develop opinions about their reading, learn to state their 
opinions clearly in a letter to an audience of their choice, and learn to retell 
the stories so their opinions make sense to their audience.  
At home try having open discussions or debates with your child so 
they can share their opinion around a topic.  

Reading: We will begin our reading unit Accelerating Readers’ Growth in 
Longer Fiction Books. This unit begins with readers thinking carefully about 
the habits they will use before, during, and after reading to track the 
characters and their problems across several pages. Students will learn 
how to identify and get to know a growing cast of characters and keep track 

 



 

of both the dialogue and narration that move the story along. Students will 
learn how to grow ideas about their characters in one story and across 
different books.  A key to this unit is exposing the children to diverse and 
engaging characters.  Please consider donating to our classroom libraries. 
You can find titles on Amazon wish lists.  Thank you! 
You can support your child at home by chatting and asking questions 
about their books:  What big problem is the main character facing? 
How did they solve it?  How did the character change from one 
chapter to the next, and from the beginning to the end of the book? 
What big choices did the character make?  What would you have 
done? 

Social Studies: We will be starting our New York City Over Time unit in 
Social Studies. We will be looking at New York City’s growth and change 
throughout the years. We started our unit by taking a trip to the Transit 
Museum. There we contrasted life long ago to where we are today through 
the lens of transportation in New York City. 
Here are some ways that you support this exploration at home:  

● Create a family timeline together 
● Interview a friend or family member of an older generation and 

discuss how life was different for them as a child than it is today 
by asking about how they communicated, traveled, worked and 
played. 

● On a walk through the PS 8 neighborhood, stop at some of the 
historic buildings and compare them to our modern buildings. 

  
Fundations: We will be introducing the open syllable and how to combine 
an open syllable with closed and vowel-consonant-e syllables in words. 
Students will learn that the letter y often words as a vowel in open syllables, 
saying /i/ at the end of one-syllable words (cry) and /e/ at the end of 
multisyllabic words (baby, family). We will also introduce new suffixes: -y 
and that it says /e/ (chilly), -ly (lovely), and -ty (ninety). We will continue to 
review r-controlled vowels, vowel teams, sight words, suffixes and how to 
read and spell multisyllabic words. 

 

 

 


