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Reading:  This month we will be continuing our reading unit “Detail and Synthesis: 
Close Reading of Fiction.” Students are learning to recognize that even small details 
in a text are there for a reason. We are questioning authors’ choices and growing 
deeper ideas about  characters and themes across various fiction texts. Students are 
practicing these skills in partnerships. Every day they are getting the opportunity to 
read and then discuss ideas that they are building with their partners. Unit Focus 
Skills: Independence, comparing texts, collaboration, communicating ideas, and 
providing text evidence to support theories. 

 More Questions you can ask your reader at home:  
● Examine the choices the author made about characters, settings, problems, resolutions 
● Examine literary devices such as: metaphor, repetition, foreshadowing, symbolism, flashbacks, etc. 
●  When noticing elements, ask, Why did the author do that? 
● Why did the author include this part/character? 
● Why did the author choose to have the scene take place here? 
●  What’s the significance of the setting? 
● What was the author trying to show? 
● How would the story be different without this part/character/detail? 
●  Why do you think the author elaborated/stretched out this part? 

Writing: This month students are continuing to work on literary essays. As 
mentioned last month, they are using their close reading skills to generate strong 
ideas about characters and themes, Students start the unit by focusing in on 
character traits or changes and end the unit with writing about themes in a story and 
comparing and contrasting different texts that they have read. At the end of the 

 



 

month, we will begin to move into planning out informational texts on various 
Revolutionary War topics.  

Math:  Unit 4, Addition, Subtraction & Measurement. In this unit your child will:  

● Compare multi-digit numbers and identify the value of the digits in such 
numbers. 

● Use the standard algorithms for addition and subtraction.  
● Measure length, distance, liquid volume, time, mass, and weight.  
● Convert measurements from one unit to another within the same system (e.g., 

centimeters to meters but not centimeters to inches). 
What Strategies Are We Using? In this unit we will be using open number lines for 
subtraction and addition of large numbers as well as standard algorithm. We will also be 
sending home a family unit overview that has more information and examples of these 
strategies. Families can also always use the free Math Vocabulary Cards app for additional 
support: mathlearningcenter.org/apps. 
 
Science: Students will continue to investigate why there is a decline in the number 
of Tokay geckos living in one area of a rainforest in the Philippines. Throughout their 
investigations, students use an interactive digital simulation that allows them to 
explore two key ideas: how light travels in a way that allows an animal to see and 
how an animal’s internal structures work together to process information and form 
an image the animal can recognize. In addition, students engage in hands-on 
activities, reading, and discourse as they learn how animal eyes function, 
discovering that some animals see well in bright light and others see well in low 
light.  

Important Dates  

Friday, January 3: 8:30am Mindfulness Workshop for Parents 

Wednesday, January 8: Pajama Day & 2020 READATHON Begins!  

Thursday, January 16: 6:00pm PTA General Meeting 

Friday, January 17: Ezra Jack Keats Bookmaking Contest Deadline 

Monday, January 20: School Closed: MLK Day 

Friday, January 31: READATHON Ends! 
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