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Reading:  This month we will be starting our new reading unit entitled “Detail and 
Synthesis: Close Reading of Fiction.” The essential questions for this unit are How 
can I improve my skills at interpretation so I see themes that thread through a text and 
that sometimes thread across many texts? How can I think about the ways in which 
different authors approach the same theme differently? The main unit objectives are 
making more of details to grow deeper ideas about characters; finding and tracing 
themes across a story; and comparing and contrasting across texts. 

Questions you can ask your reader at home:  
● What is the author’s message to the world? 

● What life lesson is this book teaching readers? 

● How are these 2 stories similar? Different? 

●  How is the theme the same and different? 

● ·How are the characters similar and different? 

● What traits can you use to describe the main character?  

● What are the characters problems and struggles? 

● How has the character changed in the story? 

 

Writing: Literary Essays- In this unit students will be writing essays about characters 
or themes within different fiction short stories. They will build upon their knowledge 
of  the structure of an essay that they developed last unit.   
In this unit students will continue to work on 

 



 

● Close reading of texts to generate strong ideas about characters and themes 
● Creating clear and meaningful thesis statements 
● Elaborating to support their thesis statements with strong reasons and 

specific detailed evidence from the text 
● Knowing how to use advanced transition words and phrases correctly to 

connect their ideas 
● Being able to "unpack the evidence" or connect their evidence back to their 

reasons by explaining why or how it supports their ideas about the text. 

Math:  Unit 3, Fractions & Decimals. In this unit your child will:  
● Compare fractions with like and unlike denominators 
● Locate fractions on a number line 
● Add and subtract fractions with like and unlike denominators 
● Identify equivalent fractions and decimals 
● Compare decimal numbers 

 
What Else Can I Do? Ask your child to point out to you examples of fractions in real life or 
pictures—anything from the eggs left in the egg carton to the parts of a pie chart with a 
news item. Ask questions like, “Where do you see a fraction? What is the whole? How many 
equal parts are there? How many of those equal parts are we talking about?” Use the free 
Math Vocabulary Cards app for additional support: mathlearningcenter.org/apps. 
 
Science: the new unit is Vision and Light. Students will be investigating through the 
question, Why is there a decline in the number of Tokay geckos living in one area of 
a rainforest in the Philippines? They will plan and conduct investigations and analyze 
data related to animal senses to figure out cause-and-effect relationships between 
environmental changes, the parts of an animal’s vision system, and the animal’s 
ability to see well. They will make models and write explanations to share what they 
learn about how animals’ body structures perform functions related to senses and 
survival.   
 

Important Dates  

Thursday December 12th @ 6pm - Glee Performance  

Monday December 16th - Report Card Distribution  

Thursday December 19th - Holiday Writing Celebration  

Monday December 23rd - Thursday January 2nd - Winter Break  
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