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Fall Community Day 

On Friday, September 27th we had our first 5th grade Community Building Day! We started 
the day with team building activities such as Helium Stick, Blindfolded Retriever, Relay 
Races and Evolution. The kids had a chance to build community within their homerooms, 
paired teams (Team Hicks and Team Poplar), as well as a fifth grade collective. Here are 
some photo highlights from the day! 

 

 

 



 

HUMANITIES 
Reading: We are wrapping up our interpretation unit this month. Kids have 
been working on growing ideas about their books. They have: 

● Developed themes 

● Analyzed Author's craft  

● Noticed how parts of the story relate to the theme 

● Compared and Contrasted story elements and themes 

● Wrote about reading in a variety of ways 

 

Upcoming: 

Unit Two: Learning through Reading: Westward Expansion (Non-Fiction Skills) 

Students will learn how to approach non-fiction text by considering the structure and 
point-of view of an author. They will read across multiple texts, in order to practice a variety 
of non-fiction reading skills such as: main idea, vocabulary in context, author's craft and 
determining importance. They will carry over their work from Unit One on growing theories, 
except they will use non-fiction structures to do so. All of this work will be done with 
content that supports the current Social Studies unit on Westward Expansion. They will 
have an opportunity to choose from a variety of expert groups, as the unit progresses. 

 

Writing: This month we are wrapping up our first unit, personal narratives. We have worked 
hard on planning our stories, revising, rewriting and editing. Students have worked on leads, 
developing rising tension, stretching out the problem and creating powerful endings. Stay 
tuned for our first publishing party. 

 

Social Studies: Students will pick-up right where they left off in 4th grade to understand 
why and how people moved West. They will come to understand what happened after the 
Revolutionary War, beginning with the Louisiana Purchase. They will study this historical 
time period through multiple perspectives. They will learn through the lens of: 
African-Americans, Native Americans, Mexican-Americans, Women and Pioneers. They will 
learn through shared readings, images, quotes and classroom discussions. The reading and 
writing units are in support to this unit. This means that they all connect. 

 

The essential questions that they will be exploring throughout the unit will be: 

● What ideas, events, conflicts and resolutions shaped the new nation? 

 



 

● How have the forces of expansion shaped the nation? 

● How did expansion impact different groups of people? 

Students will be given an opportunity to choose focus groups as the unit progresses. Some 
examples are: Gold Rush, Trail of Tears and Transcontinental Railroad. 

MATH & SCIENCE 
Math:  This month we will finish the unit “Expressions, Equations, and 
Volume.”  The students will focus more heavily on: 
 

● Strategies for multiplication of multi-digit numbers 

● The ratio table & area model as models for multiplication & division 

 

To get an overview of the skills students will be learning in this unit, please check out the 

Unit 1 Bridges Parent Letter. If you are interested in a more in-depth overview of unit 1 

strategies and concepts, please read the Mathematical Background. 

 
Science: - Patterns of Earth and Sky 

In Science,  students have been using digital Amplify simulations as 

models to explore and make sense of distance and scale.  We’ve been 

thinking a lot about the Earth’s distance to stars and how the spin and orbit 

of our planet affects what we see in the day and night sky.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR5-U1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gCmP62h_x7uZqVxYqOa0kG3wHHfIdkzd/view

